
Noon Bible Study: Nehemiah 11&12
Summary

The city of Jerusalem is turning into a city again.  The walls are built, the worship of the LORD has resumed and the nation 
has committed again to their covenant with God.  Next is the seemingly non-spiritual task of re-populating the city with 
people and priests and resuming “normal life.”  We’ll read of the unfamiliar names who will make Jerusalem their home as 
well as the religious leaders from the time of the return until Nehemiah’s day.  But this work is actually more significant 
than we might realize - for it’s not the city alone that the LORD cares about, that is brick and mortar - but the people who 
make up that city.

Nehemiah 11:1-2 - Refilling Jerusalem

The text tells us that the leaders of the nation had been residing in the capital city, but more people were needed 
to fill the streets and homes.  This will happen through volunteers who will move to Jerusalem.  We’ll learn their 
names in the next verses.

Nehemiah 11:3-6 - Sons of Judah Who Lived In Jerusalem

Nehemiah 11:7-9 - Sons of Benjamin Who Lived In Jerusalem

Nehemiah 11:10-14 - Priest & Temple Workers Who Lived In Jerusalem

Nehemiah 11:15-18 - Levites Who Lived In Jerusalem

Nehemiah 11:19-21 - Gatekeepers, Temple Servant

v. 20 - One tenth of the population resettles in Jerusalem, and the rest remain in their ancestral homeland.

Nehemiah 11:22-24 - Additional Officials In Jerusalem

v. 22 - overseer of the Levites is named Uzzi who is a descendant of Asaph, one of the praise leaders appointed by 
David (1 Chronicles 25:1)

v. 24 - representatives of the Persian empire

Nehemiah 11:25-36 - Other Populated Villages

(See map)
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Nehemiah 12:1-7 - Priestly Order At The Return

Nehemiah 12:8-11 - Levitical Order At The Return

Nehemiah 12:12-21 - Priests Of Joiakim’s Day, the Next Generation

Nehemiah 12:22-26 - Levites Of The Next Generation

As we read these unfamiliar names, we may be tempted to quickly skip them to get to the “good part” or the “practical 
application” for our lives today.  It would seem that there is not a lot to glean from this section (nor the previous one, chapter 
11) by way of some inspirational nugget to fuel our souls today.  Again, these are the parts we are tempted to ignore because 
of the hard-to-pronounce names and unknown and forgotten places.

But let’s pause and think about what we just read.

We read about the list of priests that have served the LORD starting from the return to the land with Zerubbabel (Ezra 2:1) till 
Nehemiah’s day (12:26).  That’s over 100 years!  We haven’t read some dramatic story of Amariah, Malluch or Hattush (12:2) but 
these men were the priests of Yahweh, serving His people, serving Him.  These men were the ones permitted to enter the most holy 
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place in the temple once a year to make atonement.  These were the men who represented God to the people.  These were the 
men entrusted with the sacred writings and holy scriptures.

And after 70 years of exile in Babylon, they return to the promised land, to Jerusalem itself, to resume the worship of God. 
 And they kept doing it through the days Nehemiah recounts now.  They offered the sacrifices on the altar that was rebuilt 
during Jeshua & Zerubbabel’s time (Ezra 3:2).  They led the Passover, Unleavened Bread and Tabernacle celebrations (Ezra 
6:19-22; 3:4; Neh. 8:14).  They encouraged the people to praise and give thanks to the LORD day by day (12:24).  Their role 
was critically important.  And their office had been preserved because the LORD is faithful!

See, what we’re really reading about here is not just obscure people from an obscure time.  We’re reading about the 
faithfulness of God.  We’re reading about generations of believer's that we should long to have a record of in our own 
families and fellowships.  Here’s my paraphrased interpretation of this section:

We, the people of God had all turned from God.  After God trying to get us to return to Him time and time again, we 
eventually faced the consequences of our choices and were sent away from our homes and even more devastating, 
away from His presence. For 70 years we existed in a foreign land, unknown by our neighbors, unfamiliar with the 
language and traditions, food and surroundings.  And yet in spite of this, God remained faithful to His promise to 
bring us home again, bring us to Himself again. 

And at the end of those 70 years, that exactly what He did.  God worked in the hearts of great kings and through 
powerful empires and brought us back to His land - and not with the goal of just getting by, but with provisions 
and favor to thrive again - as a people, as a nation.  And so we returned to Jerusalem, a place once famous for so 
many amazing people, moments and stories with a chance to rebuild the city and our lives. 

And God was so good - he kept a line of His chosen people, His priests, his scribes, his Levites so that we could come 
home and really serve Him and know Him and worship Him.  He didn’t bring us back just to fend for and figure it out 
ourselves.  There is a great record of these faithful people who stood in the gap, who prayed, who loved, who led.  
Our grandfathers and uncles. Men who are descendants of the great heroes of our faith and some who started their 
own legacy in this generation.  

We are proud of these recorded names, the families, the cities - for they are a testimony to God’s faithfulness to 
us., God’s love for us.  And so we wrote them down so that their memory and this truth could not just be recorded, 
but remembered. And we read their names again today remembering that God has not failed us, nor will for our day. 
 Each one of their names is our reminder of that!  Even in the most difficult of times, God is working.  God is 
sustaining, God is providing.  Sometimes he’s working through names like Moses, David and Elijah...sometimes he is at 
work through Sallu, Amok, & Hilkiah.  And through their names we remember and rejoice in Him!  Praise the LORD.

So maybe there is practical and inspiring truth in this odd section after all!  After listing these names, Nehemiah will give 
us a record about these unfamiliar people and what it looked like as they served the LORD.
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Nehemiah 12:27-37 - Praise During Dedication Of Temple Walls

Nehemiah brings us back to when the walls of Jerusalem were dedicated and tells us a little more detailed what this time was 
like.  There were not one, but two, and not choirs but “great choirs” (12:31) assembled on the wall to praise and thank the LORD 
in song!  Trumpeters and singers and others with various instruments.

Nehemiah 12:38-43 - The Procession Of Praise

Now the choirs, the leaders and the assembly travel from the walls to the temple to keep the praise service going strong!  You 
have two groups of choirs and the people walking the walls around the city and stopping at each gate for more praise.  Surely 
they would have been signing the Psalms on this wonderful day.  Imagine their voices singing the following:

Psalm 48:9-14 - We have thought on Your lovingkindness, O God, In the midst of Your temple. 10 As is Your name, O God, 
So is Your praise to the ends of the earth; Your right hand is full of righteousness. 11 Let Mount Zion be glad, Let the 
daughters of Judah rejoice Because of Your judgments. 12 Walk about Zion and go around her; Count her towers; 13 
Consider her ramparts; Go through her palaces, That you may tell it to the next generation. 14 For such is God, Our God 
forever and ever; He will guide us until death. (Ps. 48:9-14 NAU)

Psalm 122:2-7 (NLT) - And now here we are, standing inside your gates, O Jerusalem. 3 Jerusalem is a well-built city; 
its seamless walls cannot be breached. 4 All the tribes of Israel-- the LORD's people-- make their pilgrimage here. They 
come to give thanks to the name of the LORD, as the law requires of Israel. 5 Here stand the thrones where judgment is 
given, the thrones of the dynasty of David. 6 Pray for peace in Jerusalem. May all who love this city prosper. 7 O 
Jerusalem, may there be peace within your walls and prosperity in your palaces.

Psalm 100:1-5 - 1 Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with joyful 
singing. 3 Know that the LORD Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture. 4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving And His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name. 
5 For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting And His faithfulness to all generations.

Nehemiah 2 told us about Nehemiah’s secret midnight walk around the broken down city and on this day they walk around the 
walls with joy.

Nehemiah 12:43 (NLT) - Many sacrifices were offered on that joyous day, for God had given the people cause for great 
joy. The women and children also participated in the celebration, and the joy of the people of Jerusalem could be heard 
far away. (Neh. 12:43 NLT)

Nehemiah 12:44-47 - Summary

The work of God’s house resumes and various assignments are given.  It was an honor and privilege to serve in God’s 
house, as it is for us today to serve God’s people.  Nehemiah records the return of the work of service as in the days of 
David and Solomon.  That’s no small comparison.

And with that we complete two chapters which we though started out dry and detailed but in the end were alive and 
inspired.  We’ll see what awaits us next in our final chapter.
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